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In the claims: 

l. (Currently Amended) A process for producing a yarn suitable for tufting, said process 
comprising the steps of: 

a. forming a bundle consisting essential ly of a first base fiber, said first base fiber 
being selected from the group consisting of polyamides, [nylon-6, nylon-6,6,] 
polyesters, polyolefins, cotton and wool; 

b. ring spinning or wrap spinning the bundle of fiber with a second fiber comprising 
a heat-activated binder material having a melting point range substantially below 
that of the base fiber to form a yarn, wherein said heat activated binder material 
has a melting point range of 105° to 1 90°C under ambient condition s, such that the 
second fiber i s wrap p e d ar o und or inserted into the hnn dle of first hmr. f?h^ ; 

c. twisting two or more of the yarns to form a plied yarn comprising 0. 1 to 1 2 weight 
percent of the binder material; 

d. heating the plied yarn sufficiently to melt the binder material and causing the 
binder material to flow to intersecting noints w ith the first filw; followed by 

e. cooling the plied yarn to solidify the binder material to thereby encan snfate *nH 
bind the first base fiber and retain the twist in the plied yarn . 

2. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein said heating step occurs during twist setting 
of the plied yam. 

3. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the bundle of fiber is formed by spinning 
staple fiber. 

c^nf^ — ^ 4-1 3 - (Withdrawn) 

■ •iKVft* ?4 ' (Previous, y Added ) The P rocess of c, *»m 1 wherein the base fiber is nylon-6 having 

ncorf-tcr melt point range of 2] 5 to 225 o c 
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^iir ^ 5 ' (PreVf ° US,y Add6d) PrOCCSS ° f ° Iaim 1 Wherei « bundle consisting essentially 
of a firs t base fiber is se.ected from the group consisting of. sliver and a bund.e of 

continuous filaments. 

16. (New) The process of claim 1 wherein said first base fiber is a polyamide selected 
from the group consisting of nylon-6 and nylon-6,6. 

17- (New) The process of claim I wherein said second fiber comprises a copolyamide. 

18. (New) process of claim 1 wherein said second fiber comprises a copolyamide of 
nylon 6/nylon 6,6 or nylonoVnylon 6,6/nyIonl 2. 

19. (New) The process of claim I wherein said first base fiber is a polyamide and said 
second fiber comprises a copolyamide. 

20. (New) The process of claim 1 wherein said first base fiber is a polyamide selected 
from the group consisting of nylon-6 and nylon-6,6 and wherein said second fiber 
comprises a copolyamide of nylon 6/nylon 6,6 or nylon6/nylon 6,6/ny!onl2. 
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